{Drama} {KS3}
· KS3 Curriculum Through-Line: Dramatic Technique as a Way of Exploring the World 
Each scheme of work has two connected questions: What drama knowledge are students learning? What human, social, cultural or ethical question are they exploring through that dramatic knowledge?

Year 
Drama knowledge students build 
World / issue knowledge students explore 
Students should be able to talk about 
Year 7 
Foundational vocal and physical skills; still image; thought-track; hot-seating; narration; choral speaking; early script/devising; performance routines. 
Identity, belonging, bullying and bystander choices; fear and storytelling; influence, substance misuse and consequences through oblique/safe dramatic contexts. 
How a character shows emotion and status; how stories can warn, challenge or entertain; how an audience can be made to question a choice. 
Year 8 
Genre and style; Theatre in Education; comedy/tragedy; status; direct address; Brechtian conventions; theatre history; design choices. 
Accusation and prejudice; justice; class and inequality; family and fate; how theatre changes across time and responds to society. 
How style changes meaning; why theatre-makers choose non-naturalism or naturalism; how theatre can educate a target audience. 
Year 9 
Script interpretation; practitioner influence; physical theatre; semiotics; documentary drama; monologue; split staging; ensemble movement; written response. 
Moral decision-making, peer pressure, responsibility, hidden histories, migration, home, displacement, social justice and voice. 
How theatre can hold a mirror up to society; how dramatic methods reveal power, silence or injustice; how to justify choices as performer, director and designer. 

What students should be talking about by the end of each year 
The curriculum is successful when students can use accurate drama vocabulary to discuss both performance choices and the wider ideas being explored. 

Year 7 
Year 8 
Year 9 
Across KS3 
Students can talk about how voice, body language, still image, narration and thought-track show character, emotion, relationships and choices. They can explain how drama explores bullying, belonging, suspense, fear, influence and consequences. 
Students can talk about how genre, style and theatre history shape meaning. They can explain how TIE, comedy, tragedy, status and direct address can help an audience think about justice, prejudice, class, family, fate and social change. 
Students can talk about how practitioners, script choices, physical theatre, proxemics, monologue, split staging and documentary drama communicate complex ideas about peer pressure, responsibility, identity, migration, hidden histories and social justice. 
Students can explain that theatre is made for an audience and has purpose. It can entertain, educate, challenge, provoke empathy, question society and give voice to different experiences. 


